
Writing for Information

Top tips – Getting Started
The most frightening thing about writing an assignment is being confronted 
with a blank page.  I like to start with drawing a mind-map where I 
brainstorm what I know about the topic.  This gives me an overview so I 
can start to choose which themes might be relevant to the assignment.

I am an auditory learner and enlist the help of family and friends to talk 
through the assignment.  Articulating my thoughts helps me to make all 
the necessary connections and I figure that if I can make sense to people 
who know nothing about the subject then there must be hope.

Over my course I have come to recognize that the amount of time you 
spend planning is inversely proportional to the length of time it takes you 
to write the assignment.  A well constructed plan will literally save you 
hours and take the stress out of writing.

Don’t  expect  to  know absolutely  everything  before  you start.  I  know 
people who wait until they have been to every single lecture before they 
even think  about  the assignment but the sooner  you  start  to  explore 
possible ideas the longer you have to think about what you are going to 
write.  You will  find that this helps you to reflect more on the lectures.

If you write and re-write every paragraph until it is ‘perfect’ then you 
will be there forever.  It is better to hammer something out quite quickly 
but then spend time honing it down and making it beautiful.  That way if 
the worst came to the worst you would at least have something to hand in

I always start with the easiest paragraph first when I begin to write the 
first draft of my assignment, For example in a report or dissertation at 
university  this  would  be  the  method.  On  placement  it  might  be  the 
findings.  This tends to give me confidence and lets me tackle the other 
parts I may not feel as confident about.
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